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Trustees’ Annual Report for 2017/18 
 

 

Chairman’s Report 2017/18 

 

The year to the end of March 2018 has been a period of consolidation.  We have continued 

our programme of Lectures and Visits, our financial position is sound and our membership is 

stable.  We have continued to play an active role in Planning Applications. 

It has been a period of planning for future growth and ensuring that our systems are in good 

order.  This is ongoing with major work on our website and the production of new leaflets 

and publicity material continuing into the current year. 

We have also seen a change of President in the past year.  Lady Wroughton has been 

President of the BGT since its formation 10 years ago.  However, she felt that it was time to 

pass on that role.  The Trustees were very sorry to lose her but realised there were good 

personal reasons for retiring and accepted her resignation, with regret.   

The Trustees were delighted to be able to appoint Dr Christina Hill-Williams DL, as her 

successor.  Christina was one of the founders of the BGT with Fiona Hope, Ben Viljoen and 

Liz Ware, and served as our first Chairman for five years.  As a former High Sheriff of the 

Royal County and an active Deputy Lieutenant, she has contacts which the Trustees do not 

have.  She has been our Vice-President for the past five years and has continued to take an 

active interest in the Trust. 

As I remarked last year, the Trustees were sorry that Peter Thorn felt unable to continue as 

a Trustee in the light of his increased school governor responsibilities.  He has however 

continued as Minutes Secretary and, as always, a fount of wisdom and good advice.  We 

have also had the benefit of Janet Fuller as Membership Secretary and Trustee for a full 

year.  She has updated our circulation mailing and helped in organising events, rewriting our 

Data Protection Policy to comply with the GDPR, and in so many other ways. 
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Sadly, after the end of the year, we had to accept the resignation of Richard Griffith-Jones as 

a Trustee and Vice-Chairman due to ill health.  We were sorry indeed to learn that he died 

on the 22nd June, caused by leukaemia, from which he had suffered for a number of years.  

He was vice-chairman of the Trustees for four years, being a stalwart supporter of the work 

of the Trust.  We send our condolences to his wife Marguerite and his family. 

At our AGM last October Gaila Adair, one of our longest-serving Trustees, decided not to 

stand for re-election.  Gaila had led the reconstruction of the garden at Watlington House 

on behalf of the Trustees of Watlington House and was responsible for the landscape plan 

and the physical work of reconstruction.  The BGT had given some practical assistance to the 

work.  Gaila was also involved in a plan to create a ribbon of green through Reading, which 

will be revived by our Secretary Fiona Hope with the support of the Friends of Caversham 

Park Garden now that the Abbey ruins are open to the public again. 

We were already operating with fewer Trustees than the Constitution permits, and the 

smaller number puts additional work onto the remaining Trustees.  Our new President has 

been working to find new Trustees and I am delighted that Ellen Crumly joined us as a 

Trustee in August.  We will still have room for more Trustees, or for those who do not want 

to commit themselves to that, for helpers in the various aspects of our work.  I hope to 

make an announcement at the AGM. 

Our Membership Secretary Janet Fuller and Executive Secretary Fiona Hope have been 

working on a presentation to Societies and Clubs which have similar conservation objects to 

our own and to others interested in gardens.  By the time of the AGM they will have given 

this a first run through, hopefully before a sympathetic audience.  They have also been 

working on a new Membership Leaflet to bring our information up to date. 

Our website was set up by Ben Viljoen, one of our founding Trustees.  Ben is no longer a 

Trustee, although he gives us enormous support, as recorded later.  The Trustees have 

decided to revamp the website, taking account of the use of electronic media as a prime 

means of contact.  We have been offered the services, free of charge, by our Membership 

Secretary’s husband whose business is building websites.  This was a generous offer and the 

new website was launched in August. 

We have followed our established pattern of talks and visits.  Following the talk by Timothy 

Walker, former Director of the Oxford Botanic Garden, on Arboretums, we arranged a visit 

to the Harcourt Arboretum near Oxford.  This is part of the Oxford University Botanic 

Garden.  Some of us met for lunch and then we drove to the Arboretum where, with others, 

we enjoyed an excellent guided tour. 

Later in the year we also visited the Brompton Cemetery which, uniquely, is owned by the 

Government and managed as part of the Royal Parks and formed the subject of our 2017 

Spring Lecture by Andy Williams who is the Royal Parks Manager.  He had arranged for a 
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volunteer guide from the Friends of the Cemetery to take us round, seeing among other 

things the memorial to Mrs Pankhurst.  There was a story to be told about so many of the 

people interred there, and it is still open for interments.  We then had a break for lunch and 

went on to a tour of the Garden Museum led by its director, Christopher Woodward. 

I had hoped to take a party to Cliveden, but due to a breakdown in communication, it 

became too late for 2017.  We tried again in 2018, but the Restaurant was being 

refurbished, so it has been postponed to next year.  Because we want to give members the 

opportunity of seeing the public rooms in the House, now an hotel, we can only go on a 

Thursday. 

Last October we had the pleasure of welcoming one of our members who has achieved 

great distinction as an author and for many years was based at Reading University, Richard 

Bisgrove.  He spoke to us about William Robinson, the Wild Gardener, who was the subject 

of one of Richard’s books.  Sadly, the garden Robinson is best known for, Gravetye, is not 

open to the public, being the grounds of an hotel. 

The second talk of our year was by our old friend Ben Viljoen, about Repton’s Red Book of 

Purley.  As we confidently expected this was an erudite and clear talk about a gardener who 

followed Capability Brown and we are commemorating the 200th anniversary of his death 

this year.   

We are very grateful to Richard and to Ben for so generously giving us their expertise once 

again.  Thanks also to generous gifts of food and wine, we were able to show a surplus from 

these events.  This income enables us to run our visits at more or less cost price.  The 

surplus from events also supplements the very modest subscription income, still £12 a head 

and unchanged since our foundation, in the running costs of the Trust.  The Treasurer gives 

more detail of that in his Report. 

We do keep a tight rein on our regular expenses and we are helped by those members who 

are able to gift aid their subscriptions and by generous contributions from the Trustees 

donating refreshments, by our speakers and guides and by direct donations, in particular 

from our President donating her fees for the talks she gives to local groups on the 

Shrievelty.  Through this we have been able to build a modest capital which we intend to 

use for promoting the work of the Trust, as I described above.  We will not be using the 

original grant from English Heritage, now Historic England, which is a buffer for us and 

available for research projects. 

Apart from our talks and visits, the work is divided between research, where we had the 

initial work of Ben Viljoen, but which we have not been able to take forward, and planning.  

One of the aims of the Trust is to help conserve historic and major contemporary gardens 

for future generations.  We do look carefully at applications to build on historic parks and 

gardens.  In some cases, the essential features of the garden have already been destroyed 
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by earlier development, in others we conclude that the development will not do irreparable 

harm and that the need for housing prevails.  We then report to the local Planning 

Authority. 

We can only comment when we know there is an Application.  Our national body the 

Garden Trust must be informed where the garden is registered, and they consult us.  Some 

Local Authorities are very good at consulting us and welcome our help.  In other cases, we 

are dependent on the advertisements in the Press, or local residents alerting us.  In many 

cases our suggestions lead to an improved application acceptable to planners and us. 

Next year sees the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the Trust.  Where do we see the 

future?  We propose to continue a regular pattern of talks of general interest, three or four 

garden visits a year and more events of special interest.  Our practical work in helping with 

restoration has not been entirely happy; mainly the problem is maintenance in the long 

term, which we cannot undertake.  We also have found it difficult to find the time to 

undertake this in recent years.  Our work with planning will continue and we would like to 

promote more research, because that underpins our understanding in planning matters. 

I would like to record my thanks to all our Trustees, present and past, to our past President 

and our current President for all the support I have had during my time as your Chairman.  

As I indicated last year the time approaches for a change.  I will continue for the time being, 

but would like to be replaced as soon as a suitable candidate has been found. 

 

Charles Elly DL        

Chairman of the Berkshire Gardens Trust 
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BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST COMMITTEE 

 

 

Current Committee members / Trustees are: 
 

**Ellen Crumly    *Fiona Hope (Executive Secretary) 

Charles Elly (Chairman)   *Bettina Kirkham 

Janet Fuller (Vice-Chairman elect   *Hugh Simon (Treasurer) 

   and Membership Secretary)  *Indra Townsend 

   
 

* standing for re-election at the 2018 AGM under the provisions of the Articles 

** standing for election, having been co-opted by the Trustees’ committee in August 2018 

 

 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Articles, the following officers have been elected by 

the Trustees for the forthcoming year, to take effect at the conclusion of the AGM: 
 

Charles Elly, Chairman 

Janet Fuller, Vice-Chairman 

†Hugh Simon, Treasurer 

†subject to his being re-elected as Trustee 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2017-18 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY (financial year ending 31st March) 

  £  £ 
  2018  2017 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE     
     
Incoming Resources  3,079.78  5,999.61 
     
less Resources Expended  1,643.38  3,668.34 

     
Net incoming resources for year  1,436.40  2,331.27 

     
NET ASSETS as at 31st March     
     
Fixed Assets (display stands)  -  - 
     

  Cash at bank  6,987.36  15,954.46 

  Deposit account  10,000.00  - 

  Other current assets  654.50  325.00 

Total Current Assets  17,641.86  16,279.46 
     

less Creditors  210.00  284.00 
     

Net Assets  17,431.86  15,995.46 
     

 

 

The Trust’s net assets, which are predominantly held as cash and bank deposits, increased 

by £1,436.40 over the year.  Subscription income and donations of £1,679.78 for the year 

(including Gift Aid £284.49) and a surplus of £453.78 on events were offset by operating 

costs of £697.16.  In the previous financial year, event income and expenditure were 

boosted by three tours of Caversham Park.   

On 26th July 2017 the Trust placed £10,000 from its bank current account into a variable 

interest rate deposit account on 95 days’ notice at the Nationwide Building Society. 

There were 85 paid-up members in the subscription year ended 31st March 2018, a decrease 

of 3 members compared with the previous year.  

My thanks to Brian Tubman ACMA, who has examined the accounts for 2017-18.  The 

income and expenditure account and balance sheet are set out in the following pages. 

 

Hugh Simon ACMA, Treasurer 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (see note 1 below) 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 

       

   
£ 

 
£ 

 

   
2018 

 
2017 

 

 
Incoming Resources 

     

 
Donations and Gift Aid 

 
687.78 

 
919.11 

 

 
Membership subscriptions 

 
992.00 

 
1,024.00 

  Sale of publications  -  341.50  

 Grants  -  300.00  

 
Events 

 
1,400.00 

 
3,415.00 

 

   
3,079.78 

 
5,999.61 

 

 
Resources Expended 

     

 
Promotions and website 

 
119.48 

 
224.41 

  Publications  -  270.45  

 
Insurance and GT affiliation 

 
442.75 

 
412.25 

 

 
Administration, travel and AGM 

 
134.93 

 
265.40 

 

 
Events 

 
946.22 

 
2,495.83 

 

   
1,643.38 

 
3,668.34 

 
       

 
Net incoming resources for the year 

 
1,436.40 

 
2,331.27 

 
        
 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st MARCH 
 

       
   

£ 
 

£ 
 

   
2018 

 
2017 

 
       

 
CURRENT ASSETS 

     

 
Debtors 

 
180.00 

 
130.00 

  Accrued income  36.00  -  

 
Prepaid expenditure 

 
438.50 

 
195.00 

  Deposit account  10,000.00  -  

 
Cash at bank 

 
6,987.36 

 
15,954.46 

 

   
17,641.86 

 
16,279.46 

 

 
LIABILITIES 

     

 
Deferred income 

 
210.00 

 
284.00 

 

   
210.00 

 
284.00 

 

 
NET ASSETS 

 
17,431.86 

 
15,995.46 

 
       

 
FUNDS 

     

 
At start of year 

 
15,995.46 

 
13,664.19 

 

 
Net incoming resources for the year 

 
1,436.40 

 
2,331.27 

 

 
At end of year 

 
17,431.86 

 
15,995.46 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

1. The full Directors’ Report and Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2018 may be 

found on the Trust’s new website: www.berkshiregardenstrust.org 

 

2. In accordance with the provisions of the Trust’s articles of association, the Trustees 

have elected for the financial statements for the year ended 31st March 2018 to be 

examined in lieu of a full audit.  Mr Brian Tubman ACMA, the Trust’s independent 

examiner, has certified that in his opinion the financial statements for the year 

ended 31st March 2018 and the balance sheet as at that date show a true and fair 

view of the Trust’s affairs. 

 

 


