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BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST (the “Trust” or “BGT”)  

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held by Zoom video communication 

on Tuesday 29th September 2020 at 2.00pm.  

 

President:  Dr Christina Hill Williams 

Chair:  Bettina Kirkham  

Vice-Chair:  Janet Fuller 

Treasurer:  Hugh Simon  

Secretary:  Fiona Hope 

 

1. Chair’s Welcome  

Bettina Kirkham (BK) opened proceedings and thanked everyone for their time and support 

at BGT’s first Zoom AGM.  Introducing herself as the current Chairman she said that she had 

a hard act to follow after Charles Elly (CE), who had been a great support to her during this 

difficult year when eight visits had to be cancelled due to Coivd-19 restrictions.  On that 

note, she stated that the AGM was being held a week early to ensure that BGT could legally 

hold this event on Zoom in accordance with changes to company law due to the virus, then 

current until 30th September 2020.  She also thanked the Committee, and especially Janet 

Fuller (JF), Vice-Chair, and her husband, John Salmon, BGT’s website designer and manager, 

for their hard work behind the scenes.  

JF, as Membership Secretary and Zoom meeting manager, confirmed that the meeting was 

quorate with 16 attendees and apologies from five members, including Alison Mihail, 

Trustee and committee meeting minute taker, owing to unforeseen circumstances.  No 

proxy votes had been submitted.  Finally, BK asked attendees to mute themselves and 

explained Zoom voting procedures. 
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2. Presidential Address  

Christina Hill Williams (CHW) welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the Zoom 

AGM.  She then gave a summary of BGT’s year from her perspective as President, referring 

initially to the “major corporate governance changes”, thanking His Honour Charles Elly for 

his six years as Chairman and continued commitment as a Trustee, as well as saying how 

pleased she was that Bettina Kirkham, with her landscape architect expertise, had been able 

to take on this role.  

Turning to BGT’s visits during the year, she thanked the owners of an east Berkshire garden 

for facilitating a visit, as it is not normally open to visitors, mentioned the Winchester visit 

she had suggested with the marvellous tour by the Lovetts and the subsequent city gardens 

guided walk led by Sally Miller of the Hampshire Gardens Trust.  Particular reference was 

made to the Trust’s special 10 year celebratory event at Englefield Park with the support of 

its chatelaine, Lady Benyon, the attendance of Gilly Drummond, previously President of the 

Gardens Trust, and the visual highlight of David Townsend’s being given a tour of the 

gardens on Lady Benyon’s buggie!  CHW also commented on the two very different lecture 

events during the year, with Helena Chance’s Factory Gardens and Mick Thompson’s 

Ashridge Estate Gardens. 

Stressing that she wanted to be an active president, Christina Hill Williams then noted that 

she had continued to provide financial support through the botanically illustrated notelets 

sold on her behalf at lectures by Clive Williams and also the donation of monies received for 

the Shrieval talks she continued to give.  She also referred to the new members she had 

introduced, especially Graham Pask, previously Leader of West Berkshire Council and his 

wife Hilary.  

The President ended by again thanking former trustee Indra Townsend for her devoted 

service to the Berkshire Gardens Trust committee and also thanking all the Trust’s officers 

and members for their support. 

 

3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 11th October 2019 

These had been posted on the website with no corrections submitted.  BK proposed and CE 

seconded their adoption as a true and accurate record of the proceedings, with all attending 

by Zoom in favour. 
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4. Chairs’ Reports 

This year’s chair’s report differed from previous years because there had been a change of 

Chairman on the 1st January 2020, when Charles Elly retired and was succeeded by Bettina 

Kirkham. 

 

Charles Elly, Chair until the end of December 2019  

2019 marked the 10th anniversary of the inaugural meeting of Berkshire Gardens Trust.  The 

Trustees decided to mark this event with a tea party and were fortunate to be invited to 

return to Englefield House, where the inaugural meeting had been held.  It was also 

fortunate that many of the members of Berkshire Gardens Trust who joined at its outset 

had remained members throughout. 

The arrangements were in the capable hands of Bettina Kirkham, Alison Mihail and Helen 

Parvin.  Apart from the organising committee, all the Trustees and their spouses, the 

President and Clive Williams OBE and other members worked tirelessly.  Not only was there 

a tea party, BGT’s members and guests also had a booklet about the first ten years of the 

Trust, which included a display of photographs of various past events.  Finally all went into 

the garden to enjoy a lovely sunny afternoon. 

The occasion was a great joy and worthy of the Trust and the amount of time put into the 

organisation of the occasion.  CE thanked Lady Benyon for hosting the occasion and the Lord 

Lieutenant, the High Sheriff and Mayors and Chairs of Berkshire Unitary Authorities for their 

support. 

Earlier in the summer the Trust had had another special visit, to a privately owned garden in 

Waltham St Lawrence where a tour of the extensive modern gardens was given by the 

Manager of the property and the Head Gardener.  This visit had been arranged by BGT’s 

President to whom gratitude was due.   

Having heard a talk about the work at Folly Farm, a garden with design features by Lutyens 

and planting by Jekyll, it was very fortunate that a free day was found in their calendar for a 

visit at the end of June.  Members were able to see the changes carried out by Dan Pearson 

and subsequently, whilst the bones of the Lutyens garden had been preserved. 

The last of 2019’s visits was to Winchester.  First members had a conducted tour of the 

Cathedral by two BGT members, Mark and Anne Lovett, who are regular guides at the 

Cathedral.  Then, depending on time available and energy, there was an opportunity to visit 

a number of gardens in central Winchester, which had been arranged by our colleagues at 

the Hampshire Gardens Trust.   
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None of these visits just happened.  CE had indicated the members of the 10th Anniversary 

working party and the President’s role in the visit to Waltham.  Fiona Hope was the link with 

the Hampshire Gardens Trust and visited possible gardens with them and made the detailed 

arrangements.  But all of these visits relied heavily on the work of the Membership 

Secretary and Vice Chairman, Janet Fuller, who had a role in all of them, to whom the Trust 

was very grateful. 

CE said that the last event during his Chairmanship was the 2019 AGM, held in October as 

usual.  CE noted that the Trust relied heavily on the Treasurer to keep it on the right path 

with regard to procedure, apart from his work as Treasurer, keeping the Trust on a sensible 

course, while not obstructing the many good ideas the Trustees had. 

After the AGM and refreshments, there was a talk by Helena Chance on the subject of the 

Factory in the Garden – a fascinating talk about the enlightened employers setting their 

factories in pleasant surroundings: Bourneville and Port Sunlight sprang to mind. 

The retiring Chairman thanked his fellow Trustees, the President and Lady Wroughton, past 

President, and all BGT’s lecturers, guides and particularly the members, for all their support, 

now and in the past.  He wished BGT well for the future. 

 

Bettina Kirkham, Chair from January 2020 

BK said that the Trustees had planned a detailed programme for 2020 early and everything 

was in order back in February.  Before Lockdown, it had just possible to squeeze in the 

Spring Lecture given by Mick Thompson on the park and gardens at Ashridge Business 

School in Buckinghamshire.  Mick Thompson had spoken very knowledgably and 

passionately about the gardens and park for which he was responsible.  BK thanked all the 

members for their support in coming out to Purley Barn again.  It had been hoped to follow 

this up with a visit in May, but BK was pleased to say that this had already been arranged for 

2021. 

March had also seen the launch of more material of interest such as planning matters onto 

the website, as some small compensation for the cancellation of the visits to come.  BK gave 

many thanks to BGT’s webmaster John Salmon, whose capabilities had enabled it to expand 

populating the website.   

BK then provided a short update of BGT’s calendar year from the start of April to the date of 

the AGM, reproduced in full on the BGT’s website under the heading of “Newsletters 2020”.   

BK was pleased to report that the Trustees had been able to arrange with their marvellous 

hosts reinstatement of the cancelled 2020 programme in 2021.  The dates and order of 

visits were well in hand (Covid-19 permitting). 
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Very sadly Rodney Stubblefield, one of the first members and a former Trustee of BGT, who 

played an important part in setting up the governance for BGT, had died in October 2019.  A 

new legal scholarship, the Rodney Stubblefield LLB Opportunity Scholarship, had just been 

launched in his name, which provided financial support for those studying law for those who 

are financially disadvantaged.   

Christina Hill-Williams, President, continued to provide her inexhaustible support, although 

the opportunities for networking for new members and prospective trustees had been 

severely curtailed.  She was particularly disappointed that the Watlington House NGS event 

in July had had to be cancelled. 

BK thanked all Committee members for their continued contributions and commitment, 

especially at the January 2020 brainstorming event which she had held on taking over as 

Chair, adding that she was particularly grateful to Hugh Simon and Charles Elly for their 

support on corporate governance and legal matters.  She also thanked Bruce McKenzie-

Boyle (previous Committee member) and Peter Thorn (previous Committee meeting minute 

taker) for their help to the committee.  

Finally, BK thanked all of BGT’s Members for their continuing support.  She also asked them 

to spread the word on how important the health and quality of our historic parks and 

gardens are, especially now that natural and designed open spaces had been so much 

appreciated during Lockdown and after. 

CHW added that Mary Caroe, who had restored and managed a Gertrude Jekyll garden at 

Vann, Surrey, and was involved with the Surrey Gardens Trust as well as supporting BGT, 

had died recently due to C-19. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Hugh Simon reported a net deficit of £1,411 for the financial year ended 31st March 2020, 

impacted by a net cost of £2,127 for the tenth anniversary tea party at Englefield Park, 

leaving a cash balance of £17,482 on 31st March 2020, including £10,000 on 95 days’ notice 

at the Nationwide Building Society earning minimal interest.  The Trust’s income continued 

to be mainly from subscriptions and £696 donations, including Gift Aid; there was a surplus 

of £509 on five events excluding the tenth anniversary celebration.  In addition to £481 

spent on BGT’s affiliation to The Gardens Trust and insurance, BGT’s expenditure included 

£733 capital purchases of a projector and sail flags. 

The full financial report was on BGT’s website. The accounts had been approved by the 

Independent Examiner, Brian Tubman, who was thanked for continuing to do this for the 

Trust.  Hugh also thanked Janet Fuller, for keeping up to date membership records.  
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6. Adoption of the Directors’ Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st 

March 2020 

The adoption was proposed by Ben Viljoen and seconded by Clive Williams, with all 

attending by Zoom in favour. 

 

7. Election of Trustees 

Hugh Simon proposed that Charles Elly be re-elected for a term of three years.  This was 

seconded by Helen Parvin, with all attending by Zoom in favour. 

Item 7 concluded the formal business for the Zoom AGM.  Sadly there was no Autumn 

Lecture on this occasion.  However, the Trust hoped that Ben Viljoen’s talk would take place 

in March 2021. 

 

Fiona Hope 

Executive Secretary 

5th November 2020 


