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Trustees’ Annual Report for 2019/20 
 

 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

This year’s report differs from previous years because there was a change of Chairman on 

the 1st January 2020, when Charles Elly retired and was succeeded by Bettina Kirkham.  

Because the Trust year runs to the 31st March, it follows that of this year under report, the 

first nine months fell under the chairmanship of Charles.  Those nine months comprised the 

bulk of the activities for the year, with only the Spring Lecture in March falling under 

Bettina’s chairmanship.   

Charles: 

2019 marked the 10th anniversary of the inaugural meeting of Berkshire Gardens Trust.  The 

Trustees decided to mark this event with a tea party.  We were fortunate to be invited to 

return to Englefield House, where the inaugural meeting had been held.  We are also 

fortunate that many of the members of Berkshire Gardens Trust joined at its outset and 

have remained members throughout. 

Although we could not meet the whole cost from our funds, the Trustees felt justified in 

making a substantial contribution from our accumulated funds to subsidise the cost to the 

members who attended.  We also thank Cobbs, who have the farm shop opposite 

Englefield, for providing the English sparkling wine for the toasts. 

The arrangements were in the capable hands of Bettina Kirkham, Alison Mihail and Helen 

Parvin.  Sadly, having arranged the date (which coincided with the inaugural lecture), 

Bettina was unable to be with us due to a family engagement.  Apart from the organising 

committee all the Trustees and their spouses, the President and Clive Williams OBE and 

other members worked tirelessly.  Not only did we have the tea party, we all had a booklet 

about the first ten years of the Trust, we admired a display of photographs of various past 

events and finally we went into the garden to enjoy a lovely sunny afternoon. 
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The occasion was a great joy and worthy of the Trust and the amount of time put into the 

organisation of the occasion.  Many thanks to Lady Benyon for hosting the occasion and to 

the Lord Lieutenant, the High Sheriff and Mayors and Chairs of our Unitary Authorities for 

their support. 

Earlier in the summer we had another special visit, to a privately owned garden in Waltham 

St Lawrence where we were given a tour of the extensive modern gardens by the Manager 

of the property and the Head Gardener.  This visit had been arranged by our President to 

whom we are very grateful.  We were a little early for the herbaceous borders and the 

spring bulb display was ending, but the quiet area behind the lake and the rhododendrons 

and azaleas put on a magnificent display.  We were generously entertained to tea 

afterwards. 

Having heard a talk about the work at Folly Farm, a garden with design features by Lutyens 

and planting by Jekyll, we were very fortunate to find a day free in their calendar for us to 

arrange a visit at the end of June.  The maximum number they can accommodate is 12, but 

we were fortunately able to arrange a morning and afternoon visit.  Members were able to 

see the changes carried out by Dan Pearson and subsequently, whilst the bones of the 

Lutyens garden had been preserved. 

The last of our visits was to Winchester.  First members had a conducted tour of the 

Cathedral by two of our members, Mark and Anne Lovett, who are regular guides at the 

Cathedral.  Then, depending on time available and energy, there was an opportunity to visit 

a number of gardens in central Winchester, which had been arranged by our colleagues at 

the Hampshire Gardens Trust.  Sadly, I was unable to attend due to a funeral arranged for 

that day, which I felt I must attend.  But I understand it was a most informative and 

enjoyable visit. 

None of these visits just happen.  I have indicated the members of the 10th Anniversary 

working party and the President’s role in the visit to Waltham.  Fiona was the link with the 

Hampshire Gardens Trust and visited possible gardens with them and made the detailed 

arrangements.  But all of these visits rely heavily on the work of our Membership Secretary 

and Vice Chairman, Janet Fuller, who has a role in all of them.  We are very grateful to her. 

The last event during my Chairmanship was the AGM 2019 held in October as usual.  We 

rely heavily on the Treasurer to keep us on the right path with regard to procedure, apart 

from his work as our Treasurer.  I am sorry that the idea of subsidising the Anniversary Tea 

has meant we go into 2020/21 with funds lower than the previous year.  It is the first time 

this has happened during his term of office, but is no fault of his!  He keeps us all on a 

sensible course, while not obstructing the many good ideas the Trustees have. 
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After the AGM and refreshments, we had a talk by Helena Chance on the subject of the 

Factory in the Garden – a fascinating talk about the enlightened employers setting their 

factories in pleasant surroundings.  Bourneville and Port Sunlight spring to mind. 

So with thanks to my fellow Trustees, to our President and to Lady Wroughton our past 

President, and to all our lecturers, guides and particularly to you, our members, for all your 

support, I wish BGT well for the future and thank you for all your support in the past. 

 

Bettina: 

I am very sad to see Charles step down and know that I have big shoes to fill.  I hope to 

continue as we have done so far, maintaining our close relationship with the membership, 

with those experts whom we can draw on to provide us with the excellent talks we have 

come to enjoy for 11 years now, and the owners of wonderful gardens. 

Sadly, there is not much to be said about Summer 2020.  We had a lovely programme of 

visits organised, more than usual, to a variety of types of garden and in different parts of our 

area.  Most of these have had to be cancelled due to Covid-19, which kept us confined to 

our homes for many months.  Many of the visits will be rearranged next year.   

Before Lockdown, we were just able to squeeze in our Spring Lecture given by Mick 

Thompson on the park and gardens at Ashridge Business School in Buckinghamshire.  Mick 

spoke very knowledgably and passionately about the gardens and park for which he is 

responsible.  I thank all the members for their support in coming out to Purley Barn again.  

We had hoped to follow this up with a visit in May but we are pleased to say that this has 

already been arranged for next year. 

Winter and Covid-19 have been a good time for some quiet thinking.  The Trustees held a 

‘brainstorming’ session in January to explore ideas.  Some ideas were progressed (such as 

making contact with other organisations) but others have floundered temporarily due to the 

Lockdown.  However, March did see the launch of more material of interest (planning 

matters in March) onto the website, as some small compensation for the cancellation of the 

visits to come.  My many thanks to our webmaster John Salmon, whose capabilities have 

enabled us to expand populating the website.  We shall, I hope, continue with this through 

the Covid–19 crisis and beyond. 

In February I started plans for a guided walk around Hampstead Marshall to be provided by 

Pipstick Walks as part of the North Wessex Downs AONB Walking Festival in June 

(eventually cancelled).  This is now scheduled for October.   

Sadly, our Trustee Bruce McKenzie-Boyle had to resign after the New Year due to 

overwhelming other commitments.  We are now down to our core of dedicated six 
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Trustees.  For similar reasons Peter Thorn is no longer our minute taker.  They were both a 

great support and we are very sorry to lose them.   I wish them both the best for the future. 

Very sadly Rodney Stubblefield, one of the first members and a former Trustee of BGT, who 

played an important part in setting up the governance for BGT, died in October 2019.  A new 

legal scholarship, the Rodney Stubblefield LLB Opportunity Scholarship, has just been 

launched in Rodney's name, which provides financial support for those studying law for 

those who are financially disadvantaged.   

This year we have prepared a short separate report on our activities from 1 April up to the 

end of September 2020.  This does not form part of our formal AGM but I hope will be of 

interest.   

My continuing thanks to my fellow Trustees, to our President, to our Spring lecturer, to our 

webmaster and particularly to you, our members, for all your support.  2019/2020 was a 

peaceful year followed by a challenging and worrying one from mid March.  I hope that all 

of you have escaped the worst of it all and my sympathies are with any of you who have lost 

loved ones. 

 

Bettina Kirkham        

Chair of the Berkshire Gardens Trust 
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BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST COMMITTEE 

Current Committee members / Trustees are: 

Bettina Kirkham (Chair)    

Janet Fuller (Vice-Chair and Membership Secretary)   

Fiona Hope (Executive Secretary) 

Hugh Simon (Treasurer) 

*Charles Elly   

Alison Mihail 

* standing for re-election at the 2020 AGM under the provisions of the Articles 

 

 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Articles, the following officers have been re-elected 

by the Trustees for the forthcoming year, to take effect at the conclusion of the AGM: 

Chair – Bettina Kirkham 

Vice-Chair – Janet Fuller 

Treasurer – Hugh Simon 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2019-20 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY (financial year ending 31st March) 

  £  £ 
  2020  2019 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE     
     
Incoming Resources  3,584.89  3,513.14 
     
less Resources Expended  5,077.08  1,945.69 

     
Interest received  81.67  42.34 

     
Net (outgoing) / incoming 
resources for year 

 (1,410.52)  1,609.79 

     
NET ASSETS as at 31st March     
     
Fixed Assets  622.56  - 
     

  Cash at bank  7,482.08  8,727.85 
  Deposit account  10,000.00  10,000.00 

  Other current assets  355.42  577.80 

Total Current Assets  17,837.50  19,305.65 
     

less Creditors  828.93  264.00 
     

Net Assets  17,631.13  19,041.65 
     

 

 

The Trust’s net assets, which are predominantly held as cash and bank deposits, decreased 

by £1,410.52 over the year as a result of net expenditure of £2,126.92 on the tenth 

anniversary celebration at Englefield House in July 2019.  Subscription income and 

donations of £1,749.95 for the year (including Gift Aid £312.69) and a surplus of £509.39 on 

events other than the tenth anniversary celebration were offset by operating costs of 

£1,462.97.  Capital expenditure of £778.20 on sail flags and a projector resulted in a 

depreciation charge of £155.64 (fixed assets are depreciated over five years). 

There were 100 paid-up members in the subscription year ended 31st March 2020, an 

increase of 12 members compared with the previous year.  

My thanks to Brian Tubman ACMA who has examined the accounts for 2019-20.  The 

income and expenditure account and balance sheet are set out in the following pages. 

 

Hugh Simon ACMA, Treasurer 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (see note 1 below) 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 

       

   
£ 

 
£ 

 

   
2020 

 
2019 

 

 
Incoming Resources 

     

 
Donations and Gift Aid 

 
695.95 

 
926.14 

 

 
Membership subscriptions 

 
1,048.00 

 
1,036.00 

 

 
Events 

 
1,840.94 

 
1,551.00 

 

   
3,584.89 

 
3,513.14 

 

 
Resources Expended 

     

 
Promotions and website 

 
834.21 

 
545.44 

  Tenth anniversary celebration (net expenditure)  2,126.92  -  

 Publications and research  109.26  -  

 
Insurance and memberships 

 
498.50 

 
456.50 

 

 
Administration and travel 

 
21.00 

 
13.00 

 

 
Events 

 
1,331.55 

 
930.75 

  Depreciation  155.64  -  

   
5,077.08 

 
1,945.69 

 
        Interest received  81.67  42.34  
       

 

Net (outgoing) / incoming resources for the 
year 

 
(1,410.52) 

 
1,609.79 
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st MARCH 
 

       
   

£ 
 

£ 
 

   
2020 

 
2019 

 
       
 TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS  622.56  -  

 
CURRENT ASSETS 

     

 
Debtors 

 
330.18 

 
426.53 

  Stock  25.24  46.27  

 Accrued income  -  105.00  

 Deposit account  10,000.00  10,000.00  

 
Cash at bank 

 
7,782.08 

 
8,727.85 

 

   
17,837.50 

 
19,305.65 

 

 
LIABILITIES 

      Accrued expenditure  58.75  -  

 
Deferred income 

 
770.18 

 
264.00 

 

   
828.93 

 
264.00 

 
 NET CURRENT ASSETS  17,008.57  19,041.65  

 
NET ASSETS 

 
17,631.13 

 
19,041.65 

 
       

 
FUNDS 

     

 
At start of year 

 
19,041.65 

 
17,431.86 

 

 
Net (outgoing) /incoming resources for the year 

 
(1,410.52) 

 
1,609.79 

 

 
At end of year 

 
17,631.13 

 
19,041.65 

 
        

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

1. The full Directors’ Report and Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2020 may be 

found on the Trust’s website: www.berkshiregardenstrust.org 

 

2. In accordance with the provisions of the Trust’s articles of association, the Trustees 

have elected for the financial statements for the year ended 31st March 2020 to be 

examined in lieu of a full audit.  Mr Brian Tubman ACMA, the Trust’s independent 

examiner, has certified that in his opinion the financial statements for the year 

ended 31st March 2020 and the balance sheet as at that date show a true and fair 

view of the Trust’s affairs. 

 

 


